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conscience; 'tis the liberty I love; and I see no harm in it: why you acknowledge you do so yourself, don't you ?
Bet. That's true, so I do sometimes; but I cannot say 'tis as it should be; I cannot say as you do, that there is no harm in it; 'tis a fault, I know that; and I don't do it very often; and when I do, as I told you, I take care not to have it known.
Ma. Very well, then you are worse than I; for you believe it is a fault, and yet do it; now I don't think 'tis a fault at all; if I did, it may be I would not do it.
Bet. I don't believe you can say with a safe conscience that there is no harm in it; you only are hardened a little more than I.
Ma. It may be so; and you are even with me, for you are a little more of a hypocrite than I, and for aught I see, that's all the difference between us.
Bet. Truly, Mary, your reproof is bitter: but perhaps 'tis too true; and I shall learn so much from you, that I shall take more care how I do again what my own conscience convinces me is a fault.
Ma. Well, and I may go on, because I have more impudence than you, I suppose that's what you mean?
Bet. I do not say so; I believe you know 'tis a fault as well as I do, but you are a little more used to those things, it may be, than I have been.
Ma. I am as I was bred, and so, it may be, are you; I was never taught to lay much stress upon these things, and so I never trouble myself about them.
Bet. Well, Mary, I am glad you think I have been taught better.
Ma. Why, as well as you have been taught, I find you can take a walk in the fields o5 Sunday as well as I.